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TEXT:  Luke 12:32 
THEME:  INHERIT THE KINGDOM 
 
Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom.  (Luke 12:32) 
 
Dear Fellow Citizens of God’s Kingdom of Grace: 
 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (Luke 18:18).  The people who asked Jesus that 
question waited anxiously for a response.  As far as they knew (and they were right), their 
eternal welfare depended on the answer to that question:  “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 
 

Perhaps you have wondered the same thing.  For many people down through the 
ages, troubled by their sins and driven almost to despair (like the young Martin 
Luther and the jailer in the city of Philippi facing St. Paul), the question takes on a 
different twist:  “How do I know that I have done enough to gain eternal life?  And 
what if I’m wrong?  What if I haven’t done enough?”  “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 
 

By way of reply, one of them got told the story of the Good Samaritan (which is not 
what he wanted to hear) and another was told to sell everything he had and give it to 
the poor, and then come and follow Jesus (which was not what he wanted to hear 
either, because he had great possessions). 
 

How would you answer the question?  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
“Inherit the Kingdom,” after all, is the title of this Christ the King service.  All right, 
let’s re-word the question this way:  “What must I do to inherit the kingdom?”  
Have you caught that there is a contradiction in the very wording of that question?   
 

What do you do to inherit?  You don’t do anything to inherit, do you?  You don’t 
inherit because of what you do, but because of who you are, an heir!  To inherit a 
kingdom, you have to be…a member of the Royal Family.  You could be an infant 
who hasn’t done anything yet except eat, sleep, cry and mess your diaper, and still 
be an heir to the throne. 
 
And didn’t Jesus say just that?  “Your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom.”  That’s how you inherit—someone has decided to give you something, 
to include you in the will.  “Your will be done,” Jesus taught us to pray.  Do you 
think it includes that?—giving us the kingdom?  Yes, it does! 
 

But wait.  If you are going to inherit a kingdom, normally what’s needed is that the 
king has to die.  The Old Testament is full of that kind of thing, and so are the plays 
of Shakespeare—the king dying, often under harsh and even violent circumstances, 
so that another may inherit his kingdom. 
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Is this beginning to sound familiar?  How do we inherit the kingdom of God?  The 
King had to die, didn’t he?  And die he did, cruelly, violently, crowned with thorns 
and spiked to a cross. 
 
The man on the neighboring cross talked to the dying Christ about his kingdom, 
didn’t he? "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 
23:42).  And what was Jesus’ response:  to give him the kingdom!  Jesus 
answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise" 
(Luke 23:43).  That criminal, by the way, didn’t do anything to inherit a place in 
Paradise.  “It is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one can boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8). 
 

Was that the problem with those who first posed the question, that they wanted to 
boast?  "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy" (Mark 
10:20).  “What more is there for me to do?” 
 
You may notice that when Jesus tells the story of the Last Judgment—“For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in” (Matthew 25:35),—
those on his right hand (the “sheep”) are surprised to hear that; they are not 
prepared to boast, because they know they have nothing to boast about.  “It is the 
gift of God.”  Inherit the kingdom!  You don’t do anything to inherit. 
 

But there are some things you might do because you have inherited the kingdom, 
such as acting like members of the Royal Family.  And rest assured, I am not talking 
about the likes of British Prince Charles, or Prince William or Prince Harry.  How 
does God’s Royal Family act?  Well, how does Christ the King act?  Like his 
heavenly Father, who so loved the world that he gave!  He could afford to give, of 
course, and the point is that we can too.  “Freely you have received,” says Christ 
the King, “freely give” (Matthew 10:8-9).  Freely give of your time, your talents, 
your treasure, and your testimony.  Freely give, even when your giving seems to go 
unnoticed, even when your giving seems to be unappreciated, even when your 
giving doesn’t result in things always being done the way you want them to be or 
when you want them to be, even when your giving is laughed at or ridiculed, or 
worse yet, ignored.  “Freely you have received,” says Christ the King, “freely 
give” (Matthew 10:8-9).    
 
Whenever that opportunity presents itself, respond with his words in your ears:  
“Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world” (Matthew 25:34).  It’s an 
invitation to share the Kingdom!  Amen. 


